
This information is applicable for children who are Singapore Citizens (SC)
or Permanent Residents (PR).

LOOKING AFTER YOUR 
CHILD'S DEVELOPMENT 
AS YOU VENTURE OVERSEAS

Click on the underlined text
for more details.

In partnership with:

If your son is 13 to 16.5 years old,
residing overseas for 2 years 
or longer 

If your son is above 16.5 years 
old and residing overseas for 
3 months or longer 

With LOA, your child will remain as
a registered student in the school.
He/she can be re-admitted directly
upon returning to Singapore.

You may apply or renew
LOA for your child via an
online application form on
his/her school's website.

LOA status to be
renewed yearly.
Fees apply.

Apply for Leave of Absence (LOA)

He can apply, renew, extend, cancel,
or check the status of his Exit Permit 
through the NS Portal.  

If you are bringing your child along for your overseas job posting, and...
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Your child has
completed Primary 1
registration

BEFORE YOU GO OVERSEAS

Your child is studying in a primary
school, secondary school, junior
college, or Millennia Institute

National Service (NS) responsibilities 
if your son is 13 years old or older, and will
be residing overseas for 3 months or longer

Your son may require a new Exit Permit and/or bond if there is a change in details in his
departure date, place of study, course and/or institution of study. You may apply for a new
Exit Permit on the NS Portal.

He will have to provide a bond amount of $75,000 or 50% of combined annual gross income of both
parents for the preceding year, whichever is higher, in the form of a Banker’s Guarantee. 

If you are not bringing your child along for your overseas job posting, and...

Your child would like to pursue
his/her studies in Singapore
while you and your spouse are
working or residing overseas

(Only applicable for children studying in a mainstream
secondary school, junior college or Millennia Institute.
The child and at least 1 parent must be a SC.)

He/she may apply to live in a hostel 
under the Boarding Award Scheme.

Click here to apply for boarding within 3 months
from the intended start date.

OR

OR

Pre-enlistees may be granted deferment to pursue full-time overseas studies up to GCE ‘A’ Level,
polytechnic diploma or their equivalent qualifications. Your son should have his course details
and his latest school letter certifying level and course of study, course commencement and
completion dates ready before he starts his application via the NS Portal. 

https://www.moe.gov.sg/returning-singaporeans
https://www.cmpb.gov.sg/web/portal/cmpb/home/before-ns/pre-enlistment-process/exit-permit-and-bond
https://www.ns.sg/nsp/portal/site/mindef-pe
https://www.cmpb.gov.sg/web/portal/cmpb/home/faq/#filter=exit-permit
https://www.ns.sg/nsp/portal/site/mindef-pe
https://www.moe.gov.sg/returning-singaporeans
https://form.gov.sg/#!/5aa775f63a10e2006d77a4b8
https://www.ns.sg/nsp/portal/site/mindef-pe


It allows your child to attend classes for a specified
period to experience school life in Singapore. This
will help in easing your child’s re-entry to the system.

If your child is
born overseas

Your son will receive a registration notice
for National Service.*

Child on LOA:

Register your child's birth and
obtain the birth certificate
from the foreign authorities in the
country where the child is born. 

Submit a Singapore
Citizenship application
for your child using your
Singpass account.
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WHILE YOU ARE OVERSEAS

When your child is 
6 years old 
(the age for Primary 1 
 registration)

Update the Ministry 
of Education (MOE) 
of his/her whereabouts
between January and June.

Click here for the online
application and the list of
documents for submission.

Request for continued access to
the SLS through the school in 
which your child is registered in.

Approach the school directly to apply for the
immersion programme or apply here within 3 months
from the intended date of immersion.

*Refer to page 1 for details on Exit Permit and bond

Your son is required to apply for an Exit Permit and/or Bond*
to continue residing overseas for 3 months or longer.

You may register your child under the
Primary 1 registration process and apply for
LOA if your child is allocated a school place but
is unable to return to Singapore before January.

Child without LOA: Submit this online form to apply
for access to the SLS.

Apply for access to the Student Learning Space (SLS) 
If your child wants to keep 
in touch with Singapore’s
education curriculum

If your child is coming back
to Singapore for a short while
and would like to join a
school temporarily

He/she may apply for the Immersion programme 

NS responsibilities 
when your son turns 
13 or 16.5 years old 
 

*Refer to Page 1 for details on LOA

13 years old and above

16.5 years old and above

Click here to find out more details 
on NS Registration and pre-enlistment
documentation upon receiving the 
NS Registration Notice.

If your child is born overseas and has obtained Singapore citizenship by descent or registration, he/she must
take the Oath of Renunciation, Allegiance and Loyalty (ORAL) to retain his/her Singapore citizenship status.

The oath must be taken in person
after your child turns 21 and
before his/her 22nd birthday.

When? Where?

If your child is overseas: Singapore Overseas Mission
If your child is in Singapore: Immigration & Checkpoints

Authority (ICA)

NOTE

 Follow the instructions to complete his pre-enlistment   1.
       documentation on the NS Portal.

2. Book a medical screening appointment. He will have 
    to return to Singapore for the medical screening at 
    the Medical Classification Centre.

If your son is studying, 
he will receive letters to
complete his pre-enlistment
documentation and book 
a medical screening
appointment in Singapore
approximately a year 
before he completes 
his studies.

*Apply for deferment during the registration process if
your son is still studying full-time.

https://www.singpass.gov.sg/main
https://form.gov.sg/#!/5b3d27b7b60da8000f3f9087
https://form.gov.sg/#!/5b3ddd49b60da8000f41e53c
https://www.cmpb.gov.sg/web/portal/cmpb/home/before-ns/pre-enlistment-process/exit-permit-and-bond
https://form.gov.sg/#!/5f165757a919ad0011b992f7
https://form.gov.sg/#!/5f165757a919ad0011b992f7
https://www.moe.gov.sg/education-in-sg/student-learning-space
https://www.moe.gov.sg/returning-singaporeans
https://www.cmpb.gov.sg/web/portal/cmpb/home/before-ns/pre-enlistment-process/registration-and-documentation
https://www.ica.gov.sg/reside/citizenship/minor-oath-taking
https://www.cmpb.gov.sg/web/portal/cmpb/home/before-ns/pre-enlistment-process/medical-screening-and-psychometric-test
https://www.cmpb.gov.sg/web/portal/cmpb/home/before-ns/pre-enlistment-process/medical-screening-and-psychometric-test


Cancel his Exit Permit 

RETURNING TO SINGAPORE

3

Child with LOA Re-admit to his/her school directly 

Child without LOA

Primary School Admission

This infographic is compiled based on publicly available information. Information is correct as of 2nd December 2022. 

Secondary School / Post-Secondary Admission 

Assured School Placement Centralised Placement
- Direct School Admissions (DSA):

Student is assessed based on his/her talent 
in sports, co-curricular activities (CCAs) and
specific academic areas.
Click on the link(s) below to find out more:

Secondary School (DSA-Sec)
Post-Secondary (DSA-JC)

Secondary School (SPERS-Sec)

- School Placement Exercise for Returning 

Junior College/Millennia Institute 
      (SPERS-JC/MI)

If your child is unable to return to Singapore
for SPERS-Sec, he/she can participate in
the Supplementary Placement Exercise.

(Also applicable for admission into secondary schools)

There are various options available for admission to the
primary, secondary and post-secondary levels. You may
contact the Ministry of Education (MOE) for assistance.

Other admission options 

If your son returns alone and requires support for 
NS matters - Please contact CMPB for more information.

NS responsibilities 
if your son, who is
holding a valid Exit
Permit, is coming back
to Singapore 

He can cancel his
Exit Permit via the
NS Portal.

National Service /
Placement Exercise 
If your son is due for enlistment, he 
will need to begin his pre-enlistment
procedures which includes NS
registration, pre-enlistment
documentation and medical 
screening if he has not done so. 
If he is back for education, please 
refer to the above information on
placement exercise(s). 

This is a centralised merit-based placement
exercise. School choices will be based on 
your child's performance in the tests. 
Click on the link(s) below to find out more:

MOE will guarantee your child a place in a school
with vacancies as near your residence as possible,
providing you with greater certainty and convenience.

Assured School Placement

Your child may be required to undergo school-based
assessments and/or interview to determine the level
and class or course to be placed in.

Apply online by submitting this application form.
For more information, click here.

Primary school education is compulsory
for all Singapore Citizens (SC). 

Primary 1 Registration

You may register your child for Primary 1
if he/she is due for Primary 1 registration
(6 years old).

For more information, click here.

MOE will guarantee your child a place in
a school with vacancies as near your
residence as possible, providing you with
greater certainty and convenience.

Your child may be required to undergo
school-based assessments and/or
interview to determine the level and class
or course to be placed in.

Apply online by submitting this application
form. For more information, click here.

Singaporeans (SPERS):

https://www.moe.gov.sg/returning-singaporeans/primary
https://www.moe.gov.sg/returning-singaporeans/secondary
https://www.moe.gov.sg/returning-singaporeans/post-secondary
https://www.moe.gov.sg/secondary/dsa
https://www.moe.gov.sg/post-secondary/admissions/dsa
https://www.moe.gov.sg/returning-singaporeans/secondary/spers
https://www.moe.gov.sg/returning-singaporeans/post-secondary/spers
https://www.moe.gov.sg/returning-singaporeans/post-secondary/spers
https://www.moe.gov.sg/returning-singaporeans/post-secondary/spers
https://www.moe.gov.sg/returning-singaporeans/secondary/spe
https://www.moe.gov.sg/contact-us
https://www.mindef.gov.sg/web/portal/mindef/contact-us
mailto:contact@ns.sg
https://www.ns.sg/nsp/portal/site/mindef-pe
https://form.gov.sg/#!/5aa5e5b1dcff52006dfd5f86
https://www.moe.gov.sg/returning-singaporeans/assured-school-placement
https://www.moe.gov.sg/primary/compulsory-education/overview
https://www.moe.gov.sg/primary/p1-registration
https://form.gov.sg/#!/5aa5e5b1dcff52006dfd5f86
https://www.moe.gov.sg/returning-singaporeans/assured-school-placement
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DISCLAIMER
The information herein is published by the Singapore Business Federation (SBF) and is for general information only. This publication is intended
for SBF’s subsidiaries, affiliates and members to whom it has been delivered and may not be reproduced, transmitted or communicated to any
other person without the prior written permission of SBF. This publication is not and does not constitute or form part of any offer,
recommendation, invitation or solicitation to you to subscribe to or to enter into any transaction, nor is it calculated to invite or permit the
making of offers to the public to subscribe to or enter into any transaction and should not be viewed as such. This publication is not intended to
be a comprehensive study or to provide any recommendation or advice on commercial decisions, personal investing or financial planning.
Accordingly, they should not be relied on or be treated as a substitute for any advice concerning individual situations. Before making any
decision or taking any action that may affect your finances or your business, you should consult a qualified professional adviser. Any forecast on
the economy or any business sectors and/or their related trends is not necessarily indicative of the future or likely performance of the
markets/sectors/instruments as the case may be. Any opinion or estimate contained in this infographic is subject to change without notice. No
warranty whatsoever is given and no liability whatsoever is accepted for any loss arising whether directly or indirectly as a result of the recipient
or any class of persons/businesses acting or relying on such information or opinion or estimate. Any views, opinions or figures contained herein
may have been obtained from various sources and neither SBF nor any of their respective directors or employees make any warranty, expressed
or implied, as to their accuracies or completeness and thus assume no responsibilities of them whatsoever. The information herein may be
subject to further revision, verification and updating and SBF undertakes no responsibility thereof.

This infographic is a publication of the Singapore Business Federation, in collaboration with Ministry of Education Singapore and Ministry of
Defence Singapore.

Research & Publishing Department
      research@sbf.org.sg
December 2022


